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In this Issue: Let’s Look at Our Cities 
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FOR YOUR PROTECTION all performance rating data used to de- 
sign Fluor Series 3 Counterflow Cooling Towers bears the stamp 
“Certified Performance." 

To you who specify cooling towers for air conditioning and refrig- 
eration service this means: 


1. That the cooling tower offered has undergone rigorous tests 
for efficiency through complete ranges of actual heat transfer 
conditions. 

. That the rating data developed is realistic — established under 
tests duplicating those of virtually every operating condition. 

. That the data thus developed — and used by Fivor — has been 
authenticated when compared with test data furnished by an 
impartial, independent research organization.* 


The following tables compare the performance rating data used 
by Fluor in designing your tower, with the test findings of an 


independent organization. SERIES THREE 


e 


DESIGN CONDITIONS FLUOR RATED PERFORMANCE INDEPENDENT TEST DATA* 
WET BULB TEMP. WATER OFF TEMP. WATER ON TEMP. TONS REFRIGERATION TONS REFRIGERATION 

70 
70 
75 
78 
78 
78 
78 
78 


174 184 
128 
214 
163 
185 
155 
218 
163 
134 ; 139 


t 


. INDEPENDENT PERFORMANCE TEST RESULTS obtained for Fluor 
Products Company by Texas Engineering Experiment Station on 
December 6 and 7, 1956 at Fluvor’s Cooling Tower Research and 
Test Center in Los Angeles, California. 


The Texas Engineering Experiment Station is a part of Texas A&M 
College System. The station provides research facilities for the 
college and conducts independent tests for governmental agencies 
and industrial organizations. 


Texas Engineering Experiment Station provides test data only and 
does not endorse this or any product. 


Ulustration at right shows a Fivor Series 3 Cooling Tower being 
performance tested under actual heat transfer conditions. 
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Planning and Research will provide increasing utilization of the sun’s energy for the benefit of man. 


Use of UNION GYPSUM lath in the new Solar House was part of wise planning. You, too, can plan 
comfort, economy, and permanence for your buildings. . . 
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UNION GYPSUM COMPANY 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING @ SUITE336 @ AL8-6106 PHOENIX 





HONOR AWARDS DINNER modernfold 


Central Arizona Chapter, A.1.A. oe 


May 8, 1958 — Memorial Union Building — Tempe 





Laing-Garrett, in cooperation with the manufacturers of Modernfold Doors, 
will present a cash award and a $500 scholarship in the Division of Architecture 


at Arizona State, 


in the name of the architect or architectural firm winning its design 


competition, previously announced. 


Winner will be selected from entries submitted on or before April 24, 1958, on 


the basis of the most ingenious usage of a folding door in designated type of 


construction. 
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GUEST COLUMN By D. S. SWANSON, AIA 


“THe Crry BeautiFut.” Now there is a high sound- 
ing, pretty phrase. I wonder in which of my old dusty 
Architectural History books this movement was ex- 
pounded upon. More, I wonder what has ever become 
of all those wonderful symetrical schemes. 


I'd sure like to know the name of the great man 
that finally discovered that that which worked well in 
Paris, France, was just a little out of place for Tucson; 
or why Rome, Italy, wouldn't transplant worth a 
darn to Phoenix. 


Also, I wonder what great man is going to discover 
that Mr. Gruen and his Associates’ fine solution for 


Fort Worth might not solve the problems of Boston, 
Mass. 


In my short lifetime, I have yet to discover a 
panacea for the city’s problems. I don’t believe that 
it is to be found either by looking at other Garden 
Cities, birdseye views, wormseye views or fascinating 
scale mass models. 


I do believe though, that we might get just a mite 
closer to the problem’s solution by taking a long, 
healthy shoulder-level look at our own communities. 
We just might find out how and why the downtown 
ticks and what great attraction it holds for the people. 
We might even find that the people, not cars, streets, 
or buildings are the scale we must use when we 
start our re-design processes. 


And make no mistake, the time is now for us 
to begin this look. We have closed our eyes too long 
at what the Utility Company Engineer has been sus- 
pending over our heads, the traffic engineer has been 
placing on our curbs, and the sign makers have been 
hanging on our buildings. 


It is even conceivable that if we look long and 
study hard, we might help these people to raise 
themselves from this mire of mediocrity into which 
we have allowed our communities to sink. While 
buildings make the land and sky-scapes, the people 
make the city, and it is for us the task of expressing 
and assisting these people to a better community life. 
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David Sholder 


FROM ONE YEAR'S END to the other, we see a lot 
of architecture. On the streets, at the Fairgrounds, 
photographed in books and magazines, displayed in 
exhibitions, diagrammed in plans and elevations. Or, 
maybe we see a lot of what might be architecture. 
Yet much of the architecture of today is good. 


During the depression of 1932 when jobs were not 
to be had, one of my friends and I decided that a trip 
to Europe would be a wonderful adventure. 


Two weeks later we were on our way by freighter 
to Antwerp, Belgium, and from there we traveled 
through Germany, Switzerland, Italy and France to 
see the wonders of the continent. 


There we found beauty everywhere in all sorts of 


buildings, styles and dates. 


I have seen the colored light from the South Rose 
Window of Notre Dame dye the piers of the nave and 
the floor with blue and red, and have seen the great 
columns disappear into the shadows. That is architec- 
ture. 

I have climbed the steps in the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa and had the weird sensation of running up the 
steps without effort on the side that leans forward. 


What better contrast is there between the old and 
the new than arriving at the main railroad station 
at Milan with its beautiful contemporary exterior and 
the elegant massive marble interior; then, within a 
stone’s throw of the station, to come upon the Milan 
Cathedral — after Seville the largest medieval cathe- 
dral ever erected. Construction was begun in 1386 
and completed in 1577. It took 191 years to complete. 


What has this to do with beauty in our cities? 
Well, you have had the experience one time or another 
when the rush act was on; you had no time to study 
the design, and you were pressed for a deadline on 
opening of bids. Too often we have allowed ourselves 
to be jockeyed into a position of subservience. The 
overhead is taking over and we have to keep busy. 
Let’s be more relaxed and give the job everything 
to which it is entitled. Then we will have better 
architecture and more beautiful cities. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


CENTRAL ARIZONA CHAPTER 


Glenn McCollum, 255 N. Arizona, Chandler, has 
been accepted as a corporate member of the chapter. 

A large attendance at the May 9 Honor Awards 
dinner meeting is anticipated. The event will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Memorial Union Building on the 
Arizona State campus at Tempe. 

Cornelius M. Deasy, AIA, 
will address the joint dinner 
of chapter members and 
architectural students. Deasy, 
who describes himself as an 
habitual and chronic after- 
dinner speaker, is past presi- 
dent of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Chapter, AIA, and is 
& director of the California 
Council of Architects. He is 
F one of 8 American architects 
invited to review the post-war 
reconstruction program by the German government 
in 1953. His Los Angeles practice consists primarily 
of schools and public buildings, offices and com- 
mercial structures, and Master Planning. 

The meeting will be the occasion for presentation 
of scholarships and awards to architectural students 
at Arizona State, and announcement and awards for 
winning entries in the new Honor Awards Program 
of the chapter. 

Jury for the Chapter awards will be Deasy, Emer- 
son Scholer, AIA, of Southern Arizona Chapter; and 
Benjamin Goo, sculptor. 


SOUTHERN ARIZONA CHAPTER 


New members are W. Franklin Farlow and W. 
Kirby Lockard as Associates, and Edmund L. Sutterly 
as Junior Associate. 

Jehn Beck has been appointed chairman of the 
Chapter’s Public Relations Committee. Any members 
who have designed unusual Arizona homes that would 
be deemed suitable for publication, are urged to 
notify Beck. 

Arthur Brown, at the April 2nd meeting, was elected 
as Delegate of the Chapter to the forthcoming Insti- 
tute Convention in Cleveland. 

All members are being polled by mail to determine 
if a Chapter meeting date later in the month will be 
more suitable than the first Wednesday. 

— AIA — 

It takes only a period of about a dozen years to 
implant a basic culture in the mind of man — the 
period between the age of two and the age of four- 
teen. In a psycho-biological sense, history, tradition 
and custom are only about twelve years old. 


— Beardsley Ruml 
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® Distortion Free 
® Accurate in Dimension 
®@ And Square 


STRUCTURAL CERAMIC GLAZED TILE 
@ New Harmony Colors 
@ All Colors at One Price 
@ New Precision Quality Specifications 


CERAMIC GLAZED BRICK 


@ Smooth and Velour Textures 
@ All Colors 








THE ROBINSON BRICK AND TILE CO. 


Phoenix Branch 
6239 North 7th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 


FACE BRICK 


® Robinson ® Acme ® Elgin-Butler 
© L.A. Brick @ Elgin © Standard @ Kinney 


CRestwood 7-8493 
THE ROBINSON srick AND TILE COMPANY 


500 South Santa Fe Drive, Denver 23, Colorado 


Soil Investigations Foundation Engineering 


Test Hole Borings Bearing Capacities 
Undisturbed Samples Settlement Analyses 
Penetration Tests Recommendations 


For All Structural Purposes 


“A structure is only as sound as the foundation on which it is built.” 


2515 East Indian School Road e CR 4-4690 e Phoenix, Arizona 
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“No building is an island, and in a city the spaces 
between buildings and the relationship of one building 
to another are just as important as the quality of each 
individual building. It is just this problem that the 
Americans, it seems to me, have so far failed to solve, 
and failed so badly that you could almost say that while 
they now possess the most beautiful buildings in the 
world they also possess, with some notable exceptions, 
the ugliest towns.” 

— Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, 


(From Critique of Our Expanding ‘Subtopia’ 
AIA Journal, February, 1958.) 
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specify 
ATLAS 


PORCELO 


low cost 
BUILDING PANELS 


For low cost Curtain Wall construction, 
Atlas Porcelo Panels offer unlimited 
versatility in creative planning and design 
of all types of buildings. Architectural 
Porcelain Enamel is today’s trend for the 
future in new construction or renovation 
of the old. —Lehbtius 
PORCELAIN ENAMEL 


Porcelo Panels are available in a variety pe ae 
of standard or custom designs. a 
Ultra-strong, yet lightweight. Porcelo 

is weather-resistant, corrosion-protected 
and fully insulated. 32 lifetime colors, gloss 
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Porcelo Panels. Ask him, too, for your personal 
copy of the new Atlas Curtain Wall File 
for Architects. 


SASH BY OTHERS 


2024 North Broadway, St. Louis 6, Mo. 
PHONE: CHestnut 1-0577 
See our catalog in Sweet’s Architectural File 


Porcelo Panels are Distributed by: 


RALPH WILKENS 
1133 East Gardenia 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


GEORGE MAYHEW 


One of four McDonnell Aircraft Corporation buildings 705 Morninasi 
for which Porcelo Panels were specified and installed. orningside Dr. 
Architect: Harris Armstrong, St. Louis, Mo. Albuquerque, N. M. 
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“Oh wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as others see us! 
It wad frae monie a blunder free us, 
An’ foolish notion.” — Robert Burns 


How ugly are our cities? Isn't it a fact that we 
have become so inured to much of the unsightliness 
in our communities that we could be ashamed of 
them if only we would back off and take an honest 
look? 

Though we residents may be blind, what about 
the visitors we entice to our state? Do they not see 
much more than our sun-drenched mountains and 
desert? And more than the unquestionable beauty 
of many of our individual buildings? 

Every community ought to form a “See Ourselves 
Committee” to prod public opinion into action about 
its appearance. 

Before the committee started to function, it should 
read Charles Clark’s book, “Brainstorming,” just pub- 
lished by Doubleday. Especially the list of “killer 
phrases” that often crop up by way of excuses for 
not meeting a problem. Such as: “It'll cost too much. 
.. . Let’s think it over awhile. . . . Too modern... . 
Too old-fashioned. . . .” 

Ugliness is the absence of beauty, and beauty has 
to be planned and worked for. 

Since our first issue, Arizona Architect has called 
for leadership in meeting the challenge of planning. 

For many years business and political leaders have 
discussed the need for a coordinated long-range 
master plan to insure the orderly growth and de- 
velopment of the Central Arizona area. Several at- 
tempts to organize a county-wide planning group 
failed, primarily due to lack of wide-spread interest 
and strong financial support. 

Then four months ago 20 businessmen took action 
toward forming an organization to specifically work 
with all planning groups in the development of a 
regional master plan. Their effort has now resulted in 
the creation of “Plan For Progress, Inc.” with a tenta- 
tive 5-year budget of $500,000. It is a non-partisan 
citizens group organized as a non-profit, privately- 
financed corporation to conduct basic region-wide re- 
search, coordinate the community planning of private 
and governmental agencies, and stimulate unified 
action to insure orderly growth and development of 
Maricopa County. 

Arizona Architect applauds the formation of “Plan 
For Progress, Inc.” It can eliminate costly mistakes 
now, and will pay tremendous dividends in maximum 
physical, economic, civic, and cultural development of 
the area. 

Not to detract in the least from the businessmen 
who have taken this step, we must make an observa- 
tion. We find the name of only one architect on the 
advisory committee. He is Edward Varney, AIA, who, 
however, is a member of the recently organized “Plan- 
ning Associates” which includes Richard Drover, Fred 
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Weaver, Ralph Haver and James W. Elmore. All of 
them are past presidents of AIA chapters in Arizona, 
and Varney’ membership in “Plan For Progress, Inc.” 
may therefore be more recognition of the architect's 
role in planning than would appear on the surface. 

Again, not to detract, we point out that nearly all 
of the original organizing officials were executives of 
power and telephone utility companies, the news- 
papers in which they advertise, the banks in which 
they carry important funds, and their lawyers. 

Not that their business would consciously dictate 
their planning, but we suggest that power poles can 
be things of “beauty” to a utility man, who sees in 
them the vibrancy of community life. To the rest 
ot the populace, though, utility poles can seem a 
blight. 

The City of Phoenix has the right to require utility 
lines to be placed underground, and should do so in 
many places. We hope that “Plan For Progress, Inc.” 
will not have a blind spot on this subject; rather that 
their “progress” will, in fact, include serious and 
constant thought for all those things that can improve 
the appearance of our communities. 

As we went to press last month, we received this 
suggestion for our magazine cover. It is the work 
of Arthur T. Brown, AIA, Tucson, whose lithographs 
will be shown in future issues. 
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Arthritis and Architecture swollen joints and aching muscles is difficult to com- 
prehend. But to the arthritic, anything which saves 


By JuLian DeVries him even the slightest effort of motion is gratefully 
What constitutes functionalism in architecture has appreciated. “Electric eye” doors which open without 
long been the subject of much heated debate. It a touch ae example of functional architecture only 
will probably continue to enjoy that status as long an arthritic can appreciate. And while everyone ap- 
as there are architects and architecture. But func- preciates a heated swimming pool, its warm water, 
tionalism, like every question, has two sides. And, combined with the heat of our Southwestern sun, 
with the fund drive of the Arizona Arthritis Associa- is balm and comfort to the arthritic’s aching bones. 
tion coming up in May, there’s additional importance Coming closer to the popular conception of archi- 
attached to it. tecture, the one-story design of Southwestern homes 
The newcomer to Phoenix may be puzzled by the is made to order for the arthritic. No stairs to climb; 
sidewalk ramps at some street intersections. Used and cement floors without rugs, which seem to make 
to stepping up or down when he reaches the curb, the house cooler in summer, also seem to make wheel 
he may stumble a few times before he gets used to chairs easier to handle. And, speaking of cooling, the 
the idea. But he won't mind when he discovers the use of individual room coolers, whether exaporative 
reason for those small inclines. The Valley of the or “waterless,” permits the arthritic to avoid the in- 
Sun is a Mecca for health seekers. Our stumbling tensification of pain and further “stiffening up” he 
pedestrian may be one himself. If he is an arthritic, knows can result from exposure to cold air, without 
no one will have to tell him why those little ramps depriving others in the household of the benefits of 
were put there. He'll know, and bless the thoughtful- air conditioning. 


ness of whoever was responsible. And so, while architects may argue the technical 


points of functionalism in Southwestern architecture, 
there’s no argument at all as far as the arthritic is 
concerned. For him, Southwestern architecture is 
functional because it helps him to function with less 


pain within the limited range his ailment imposes 
To the non-arthritic, the pain and torture of moving upon him. 


But street ramps aren't architecture, or are they? 
It makes no difference. There are other aspects of 
functional Southwestern architecture, the functional- 
ism of which lies in the same reasoning which pro- 
duced the street ramps. 
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“Blended Light Protects Your Sight” 


ROMBOLITE 


ARM EXTENDS by smooth Glide-Action. 

= OR TILTS, SWIVELS to any needed 
angle. 

ARM TILTS from vertical to horizontal. 

ARM ROTATES THROUGH 360 degrees, locks at 


a touch. 


SPRING ACTION CORD extends and retracts with 
the telescoping arm. 





Unique reflector design MAKES FULL USE, for the first time, OF 
BOTH FLUORESCENT AND INCANDESCENT SOURCES — Blends 


them to give illumination that’s easier on the eyes — uniformly distributed 
over the work area. 


SPECIFY AMPLEX 
FOR SMART ACCENT LIGHTING 


Swivelites Colorbeams, Spots, Floods 
Exclusive Brilliant, sparkling 
double-ball = Colorbeams in 


swivel gives complete range 
instant, of guaran 
positive finger- permanent colors. 
tip positioning. Pure silver 
Complete line reflectors in Spots 
of portable and Floods assure 
and canopy maximum 
fixtures. efficiency. plus 
long life. 


amplex CORPORATION 


Represented By: WM. BENNDORF COMPANY 
221 East Camelback Road — Phoenix, Arizona 
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ARCHITECT EXAMS 


By F rep Jopuscu 

April and October are the two 
months set aside by the Board of 
Technical Registration for exami- 
nations in Architecture. The sylla- 
bus of the NCAR Boards which is 
followed, is outlined below. 
EXAMINATION A — Academic 
and Practical Training. Value 100 
points. Records of education, em- 
ployment, experience, and ethical 
standing. 
EXAMINATION B — Personal 
Audience. Value 100 points. 


EXAMINATION C — History and 
Theory of Architecture. Value 100 
points. Three hour exam, no refer- 
ence material. 

EXAMINATION D — Site Plan- 
ning. Value 100 points. Five hour 
exam, no reference material. Short 
design problem involving a group 
of public or private buildings. 
EXAMINATION E — Architec- 
tural Design. Value 200 points. 12 
hour exam en loge, no reference 
material. 

EXAMINATION F — Building 
Construction. Value 100 points. 
Three hour exam, no reference ma- 
terial. 

EXAMINATION G — Structural 


design. Value 100 points. Five 
hour exam with any and all refer- 


ence material permitted. 
EXAMINATION H — Professional 
Administration. Value 100 points. 
Three hour exam, no reference ma- 
terial. 

EXAMINATION I — Building 


Equipment. Value 100 points. Five 
hour exam, no reference material. 


Total time of examination is 36 
hours. Passing is 75 points for each 
except “E” which requires 150 
points. Any part passed does not 
have to be retaken within a 3-year 
period. Retakes of entire examina- 
tion required if parts failed have 
not been passed within three years 
of original examination. 

Any suggestions from the prac- 
ticing professional architects re- 
garding subject matter for the ex- 
aminations would be greatly ap- 
preciated by the Board. 
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® Tested Designs 
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® Low Initial Cost 


® Low Maintenance 
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@ Smooth Surface 
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® Fire and Storm 
Resistance 


® High Load-Bearing 
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SUBDIVISION PLANNING 


By AnprRE M. Faure 
Director, City-County Planning Department 


for Tucson and Pima County, Arizona 


The many considerations, people, and agencies in- 
volved in the process of planning and development 
of subdivisions presents a real challenge to the draft- 
ing and satisfactory administration of effective sub- 
division design standards, improvement requirements 
and procedures for their approval. Understanding and 
due consideration of the varied interests represented 
are an important key to the problem. 


To name two, we have naturally that of the sub- 
divider, and the public. The community’s interest is 
the welfare of its citizens. Profit is the subdivider’s pri- 
mary motive. The community, in regulating subdi- 
visions successfully in the public interest, must, in all 
logic and fairness, consider those whose venture and 
initiative actually build the community. Burdensome 
provisions defeat their purpose by inviting circum- 
vention. On the other hand, experience has shown 
that thoughtful, expeditious procedures and adminis- 
tration go far toward acceptance and achievement of 
good design standards and sound improvements in 
the subdivision. 

Of course, there is more to it than that alone, and 
it bears going back a little. 


More and more houses are among the urgent de- 
mands of our changing times and growing communi- 
ties. Economy in their production is a big factor in 
view of competition and the rising costs of living. 
Houses are a complex product. Their cost and their 
worth is a combination of many elements. 


Houses, Lots and People 


Every house needs a site or a “building lot.” The 
character of the lot and its location are among the 
most important items in the cost and the value of 
the complete home. Architecture and building ma- 
terial can be lost on a poor site, literally and figura- 
tively. In fact, it has been said that people don’t live 
in houses. This is true enough when we realize how 
much time is spent in the garden, in the neighbor- 
hood, and elsewhere in the community. Home is the 
hub of our daily living. But much of its meaning to 
us springs from its environment. It could be said 
that a house is no better than the lot upon which it 
is built. The production of good lots and good houses 
at lower cost, begins with the selection of the loca- 
tion of the subdivision, its planning and development. 
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Many People Are Affected, and Need 
To Collaborate In Early Stages 


Lot Production 


The many subdivisions laid out in this country 
result from the initiative and enterprise’ of almost 
as many individuals. This presents a problem in that 
these many individual acts of land subdivision gradu- 
ally fix the pattern of neighbors and communities — 
for better or for worse. What the subdivider does 
and how he does it has a lasting effect on the com- 
munity. The community in the end is responsible for 
the subdivided land; with all its obligations and its 
liabilities as well as its assets. 


Historical Note 


The process of land subdivision dates from our 
earliest colonizations. Many who made the first sub- 
division plats were both city planners as well as land 
subdividers. To a surprising degree they visualized a 
complete community. City planning and land sub- 
division were then one and the same thing. However, 
with the more rapid city growth of later years, sub- 
division became less a matter of city planning. It 
became more a process of marketing land in smaller 
and smaller pieces. Later, subdivisions have been 
too often laid out without regard for good design, 
or for genuine need. This has prompted local gov- 
ernments to impose regulations on land subdivision. 
Gradually cities and counties rediscovered the in- 
separability of land subdivision and the general com- 
munity plan. It was found that the quality of the one 
affects the quality of the other. It is now realized 
that the need is for guiding the layout, the design, 
and the development of subdivisions so that each 
will be in harmony with the community as a whole. 
Subdivision regulation is now generally accepted as a 
planning function of local government. 


Lot Production Management 


Most states have adopted enabling legislation giving 
cities and counties authority to regulate subdivisions. 
However, more than authority is needed. The appli- 
cation of such authority must be reasonable. There 
is also a practical need for understanding the con- 
siderations: and interests involved from the very 
beginning of a subdivision, through its planning, 
financing, development, sale, and finally, its main- 
tenance and function as a part of the community. 

Land subdivision is a technical and business ven- 
ture which not only effects a return to the developer, 
but also involves local government in specific items 
of cost as well as income for many years. These must 


be weighed at the time the subdivision is under con- 
sideration. 
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SUBDIVISION PLANNING (continued) 
Time and the Developer 

Subdivisions are initiated by the land owner, a 
builder-developer, or a real estate operator with a 
financial interest in the end result. Their objectives 
are the same: disposal, in whole or in part, at a profit. 
Such sale or lease involves business transactions be- 
tween the subdivider and his client, and between the 
subdivider and the local government. It is essential 
that subdivision regulations recognize these funda- 
mental financial interests of both buyer and the seller, 
and that such regulations do not impose burdens 
which would impair land saleability. Fortunately, a 
growing number of subdividers and developers are 
becoming aware of the many considerations involved. 
They are demonstrating that well-designed subdi- 
visions are profitable. But it takes time to get a 
project rolling. Time is of the essence to them — 
their impatience with restraint is understandable when 
unnecessary days and even months of delay cost 
them high in venture dollars. 

The Investor 

The investor represents another interest in the sub- 
division. He may be a purchaser of several lots, a 
mortgage bank, an insurance company or a branch 
of the Federal government acquiring a financial 
interest either through mortgage insurance or other 
means. Not only financial feasibility, but certain guar- 
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antees of continuing success are to the interest of the 
investor. These related to the continued market ac- 
ceptability of the location, the attractiveness of the 
layout, convenience, safety and protection from ad- 
verse neighborhood influences. To these may be added 
the investors in income property such as shopping 
centers and apartments. 
The Home Owner 

Sound subdivision regulation provides the home 
owner protection from the very beginning. It supplies 
a stability to the value of what is usually his greatest 
investment and safeguards his family life. Too many 
neighborhoods have deteriorated because of bad plat- 
ting and inadequate subdivision and zoning protec- 
tion. 

As the costs of community services rise, it becomes 
increasingly important to prevent loss of values by 
development of sound, lastingly attractive neighbor- 
hoods. These, too, are a prerequisite of Urban Re- 
newal. Before slum clearance can be made practical, 
we must eliminate the causes of urban decay insofar 
as it is humanly possible. 

Local Government 

A number of local governmental agencies and of- 
ficials have a responsible interest in subdivisions. 
Both in drafting regulations and in their administra- 
tion, it is important that they exercise judgment and 
care that their standards are appropriate. These should 
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be reasonable, equitable, and clearly in the interest 
of the developer, the investor and the home owner 
as well as that of the local government and the public 
as a whole. 

Desirably, county regulations should be closely 
correlated with those of a city, especially where a 
city has a right to review subdivisions within a given 
radius of the city. 

The Planning Commission has a primary respon- 
sibility to fit the subdivision with the Community 
Plan. Subdivision control is one of the most important 
instruments for carrying out the Community Plan. 
The Commission should also function as a coordi- 
nator, or focal point for the clearance of the require- 
ments of other local officials and agencies. 

The City and the County Engineer are frequently 
members of the Planning Commission, but in any 
case have a fundamental role in certifying accept- 
ability of improvement plans, performance to speci- 
fications, provision in the plat design for drainage, 
utilities and services. Some times, some of these 
duties rest in other officials, such as the superinten- 
dent of the water department and other publicly 
owned utilities. Among other considerations are: ade- 
quate water mains and hydrants, accessability for 
fire equipment, traffic control, and school patrol. 

The School Board has an interest, too, in subdi- 
vision developments and is materially affected there- 
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AFTER YEARS OF RESEARCH... 


A heat-repellent roof coating 
that adds beauty and protection! 





FROST CAP 


VINYL ROOF COATING 


The new roof coating perfected by chemists of 
Deer-O Paints and Chemicals, Ltd., reflects the hot 
sun rays so effectively that attic temperatures are re- 
duced 15° to 25° Cooling costs in existing homes 
are cut from 25 to 50%, by actual test. And, in new 
construction, smaller refrigeration units may be in- 
stalled to bring about even greater savings. 


Unlike ordinary white roof coatings, Frost Cap 
will not bleed, fade, chalk or crack even when sub- 
jected to temperatures as high as 300°F. It can be 
applied easily to any surface — masonry, tar, wood, 
tile, asphalt, asphalt shingles, galvanized metal — even 
pebble roofs. It forms a tough, water tight coating that 
lasts for years. 


To assure your clients the greatest 
cooling efficiency, specify FROST 
CAP Vinyl Roof Coating. 


DEHR-o 


Licensed Frost-Cap Applicators: 


Anthony Roofing & Supply 
5419 S. 5th Street 
BR 6-1143 





Camelback Roofing Co. 
4829 N. 19th Ave. 
CR 7-4838 
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CONCRETE! 


Concrete is practical — and it has imagina- 
tion, too! This lattice-like garden wall with 
extruded mortar joints is someone’s dream 
come to life — a long, long life of beauty and 
service. What are your favorite colors, styles, 
designs? Build it with concrete, and build it 
better! 

There are many ways in which concrete 
can add convenience and beauty to your 
property. Ask your contractor; or, if you 
are a do-it-yourself man, stop in at your local 
building supply dealer’s. Specify “ARIZONA” 
Portland Cement — economical, always de- 
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SUBDIVISION PLANNING (continued) 


by in its whole program of providing safe school 
locations, adequate and convenient to future homes. 


Parks and Recreation Boards are similarly con- 
cerned. 


Other Public Agencies and Officials will be found 
in different localities as well as the 


Public Utilities, including transit which should at 
least be consulted early in the planning of a sub- 
division. 


Federal Government Interest and National Policy 

The above is some indication of the complexity of 
subdivision development, a technical job calling for 
close cooperation between private enterprise and 
public agencies. Some 43 states have recognized this 
in adopting legislation enabling cities, and frequently 
counties to regulate land subdivision. The Federal 
Government, too, has long recognized the importance 
of this, through numbers of publications, and through 
the interest of a number of its agencies, notably the 
Federal Housing Administration. This is well set 
forth in a recent publication of the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency, entitled “Suggested Land 
Subdivision Regulations,” which merits the attention 
of all public officials concerned with the subject of 
effective subdivision standards and procedures. 
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Lighter in weight than solid core doors yet heavier 
and sturdier by far than the standard residential kind, 
GLEN-COR doors are “easy on the hinges” and are 
built to withstand the extra abuses of school and com- 
mercial traffic. Core design is such that adequate block- 
age is located where needed for the installation of all 
types of hardware, opening and closing devices. 
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TOWARD MORE 


First two in a series of articles dealing with the 
problems and importance of order and beauty in 
our urban areas. 


By BronisLawa Y. Nove 
Phoenix Landscape Architect 


Much confusion exists now on the subject of Land- 
scape Architecture. “It is a new art,” say some college 
professors. Yet, the records of consciously-shaped sur- 
roundings of the human habitat go back into the 
dawn of history, as far back as “Eastward of Eden 
where the Lord God planted a garden . . . and out 
of the ground made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.” 

Note that “pleasant to the sight” takes precedence 
over “good for food.” 

Science has now definitely established that these 
are not poetic dreams; that divorce from nature carries 
serious physiological and psychological dangers. 
Science has established the healing qualities of light, 
color, visual repose. For mass sanity we need nature 
not in the form of a constricting flower box, but in 
the peaceful landscape through the open window, in 
the loveliness, in the magnificence, in the spatial 
luxury of the open country. 


Protect your Clients’ new 
Buildings with TERMINIX 
Service during the process 


of construction. 


ONLY TERMINIX issues a 


$5,000.00 damage guarantee. 





“Touuites? 


Call Terminix! 


World's largest in termite control. 


PHOENIX 
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LIVABLE CITIES 


Landscape architecture of our day is concerned 
not only with the provision of pleasant surroundings 
for a certain building or group of buildings. It has 
the broader objective of a reconquest of the biological 
basis of life, of a return to fundamentals. It should 
be the duty of every architect to impress upon his 
community the sociological significance of our sur- 
roundings in our efforts at reshaping our lives and 
transforming man. ° 

— AIA — 


By Jack Katz 


Principal Planner, 
City of Phoenix Planning Department 

City planning has gone through a series of stages 
that have been referred to as the “city beautiful,” the 
“city practical,” and the “city economic.” Today the 
tendency is more and more toward the “city livable,” 
which should combine the attributes of all the other 
terms. 

One of the great problems in producing a livable 
city in our industrial age is that of involving “esthetics” 
or the consideration for people’s sensibilities. This 
is a wide field, by no means limited to simple beauti- 
fication through both the treatment of details and 

(Continued next page) 
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MORE LIVABLE CITIES (continued) 


the creation of dramatic skylines; there is need for 
emphasizing the desire of people for a sense of di- 
rection in the city, for points of interest in the city 
structure, and for freedom from the irritations of 
noise, smoke and monotony. 


While to some these may seem trivial or imprac- 
tical, they are nonetheless the amenities that archi- 
tects seek to build into individual structures to make 
them more livable. Far less advanced is the applica- 
tion of this science to the city as a whole or even to 
its major parts. This only suggests the greater need 
for including esthetic study in the modern processes 
of city planning. 

Planning is and always has been directly related 
to human welfare. Here in Phoenix, we in planning 
have been increasingly impressed by the interest of 
our City Council and citizens in setting up a sound 
and dynamic city planning program as indicated by 
the passage of our $70,000,000 bond issue, and recent 
organization of “Plan for Progress, Inc.” This, of 
course, stems from a deep interest in the city’s whole 
future and from a justifiable pride in the city as it 
exists today. Together, these factors add up to a 
highly favorable climate for progress. Comprehensive 
planning is well on its way in Phoenix today — well 
on its way towards making the city serve our citizens, 
instead of our citizens serve the city. 


CONSIDER... 
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“He says it’s open range.” 
— AIA — 


Three things are to be looked to in a building; that 
it stand on the right spot; that it be securely founded; 


that it be successfully executed. 
— Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe 


THE FACTS—— 
“PLAN FOR THE FUTURE’ 


When you think of building . . . 
Think of SUPERLITE... 


And, when you think of building . 


Consult your Architect or Contractor. 
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Notable Quotes... 


Leon Chatelain, Jr., President of the American In- 
stitute of Architects, speaking in Dallas, Texas: 


Architecture is no longer a single house, a church, 
a school. It is a plaza, a community redevelopment, 
a vast clearance of worn-out buildings and congested 
land. We are finding that we must adjust our minds 
and imagination to new ideas — tearing down and 
re-building to fit rapidly-changing needs — re-build- 
ing on a scale which, a few years ago, seemed more 
fancy than fact... . af 

Within the next ten years, it almost certainly will 
be commercially feasible to pipe sea water into the 
great southwestern desert and turn it into fresh water. 
This could make the frontier-era migration to the 
western United States look like a Sunday outing by 
a bird-watchers’ club. . . . 

Real savings to the community can accrue through 
long-range planning of school buildings. A ten-year 
advance program is not unrealistic. Community studies 
on population trends, projected location of industry, 
residential building plans, and zoning development 
can be made at great future savings to the community. 
Planning targets can be adjusted from year to year. 
Architects are given time to make thoughtful design 
studies. Contractors may bid more accurately. Jobs 
are not dumped together on saturated building mar- 


fter the footing for a residence has been 
designed, following the employment of ad- 
equate soil tests, work of the laboratory is 
still not finished. 


on fill. A.T.L. believes that the proper com- 
paction of this fill is as important as any 
other element in construction. 


aboratory tests must be run on the material 
to determine its compactive properties, and 
field tests must be performed to determine 
the degree of compaction of the fill as placed. 


T here are many residences and buildings built 
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kets which deprive the school board of bidding com- 
petition. School boards are not stampeded into rash 
decisions and cut-rate schemes. 


LIFE Magazine, March 17, in an article mentioning 
the 3rd annual Homes For Better Living awards, spon- 
sored by the AIA: 

Are you proud of the house you live in? If so, 
chances are it was designed by an architect, a 
trained craftsman who brought skill and imagination 
to the task. Chances are even better that he signed 
“A.LA.” after his name, for members of the American 
Institute of Architects have been responsible for most 
of America’s best-looking houses. 


— AIA — 


SOLAR HOUSE 


The Solar House Symposium, which was originally 
planned for September 1958, will be held instead late 
in the spring of of 1959. The later date has been se- 
lected so that results of the 1958-59 heating season 
can be reported for the new solar heated residences 
which are now in various stages of construction. 

Present plans call for a one-day meeting on solar 
house heating problems, to be held in Phoenix late in 
September, 1958, in conjunction with National Home 
Week. 


PICK OTHER LOCKS 
BUT CHOOSE YALE 
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IN THE BOOK WORLD 


“Native Genius In Anonymous Architecture” by Sibyl 
Moholy-Nagy. (Horizon Press, $7.50) Reviewed by 
George W. Christensen. 

A well-known Phoenix architect was listening to a 
group of young architects and draftsmen discussing 
the new houses going up in the valley. Conversa- 
tion was rapid, filled with vivid comments and labeled 
architects by their works. This man or that man 
did this — used this material because. . . . Soon de- 
tails were spoken of with firm conviction, as to the 
effects intended, as well as effects resulting. Finally 
a pause came. The listening architect said: “Many of 
the best houses out there were not designed by archi- 
tects.” 

So it has always been. Some by naturalness have 
achieved what the studied have attempted and failed. 

“Native Genius In Anonymous Architecture” pre- 
sents some architectural examples of architects who 
practiced before the time of professionals. Pioneers, 
natives, ranchers, and migrants, who mixed combina- 
tions of building into what were to be fine buildings 
of noteworthy interest. 

Sibyl Moholy-Nagy, wife of the famed Lazzlo 
Moholy-Nagy, has gathered a fine collection of photos 
from Mexico, across the U. S., Canada and the 
Antilles. These are introduced by clear and sensitive 
comments of climate, site, economy, material and 
study types of varied buildings. 

The book is not historic or romantic. It comments 
on fine examples of natural architects, who planned 
in their heads and built. Today in an age of costs, 
specifications, codes and many rules, it is refreshing 
te see works of those anonymous architects who built 
here before we arrived on the scene. The photos alone 
are worth an evening's paging. 

— AIA — 

The following are among those books which may 

be of special interest to readers of Arizona Architect. 
They may be ordered from Architect’s Book & Maga- 
zine Service. 
DESIGNING FOR PEOPLE by Henry Dreyfuss. 
Henry Dreyfuss describes his many projects, from the 
Lockheed Super Constellation to the cheerful face of 
America’s favorite alarm clock. Single copy $1.95 
(paperbound). 


THE PRIVATE WORLD OF PABLO PICASSO by 
David Douglas Duncan. This great master of modern 
art has never before permitted himself to be so clever- 


Central Arizona Chapter, A.1.A. 


OFFERS A NEW SERVICE 


Order through (make checks payable to): 


ly studied. The result is an inspiring illumination of 
one of the few authentic living legends of our time. . 
Single copy $1.50. 

TOWARD BETTER SCHOOL DESIGN by William 
W. Caudill. An approach to planning and designing 
school buildings of all types, elementary through col- 
lege. Single copy $12.75. 

STRUCTURES by Pier Luigi Nervi. Contains much 
valuable information on the properties of concrete and 
“Ferrocemento,” which was developed by the author 
and used by him. Profusely illustrated. Single copy 
$6.95. 

SCHOOL PLANNING AND BUILDING HAND- 
BOOK by N. L. Engelhardt, N. L. Engelhart, Jr. and 
Stanton Leggett. Organized into 40 concise chapters, 
this book analyzes such topics as surveys, specifica- 
tions, contracts and many other specific points. Also 
contains 53 checklists, sample documents and other 
graphic material. Illustrated. Single copy $12.75. 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF JAPAN by Arthur Drex- 
ler. Tracing the development of Japanese architecture 
from the primitive pit dwelling to modern building. 
235 plates; cloth. Single copy $6.50. 

RECORD HOUSES OF 1957 by the editors of Archi- 
tectural Record. A second volume of outstanding con- 
temporary houses. Like its successful predecessor, this 
profusely illustrated new volume should prove an 
inspirational and practical aid in planning and fur- 
nishing the quality houses sought by home buyers 
and owners. Single copy $2.95. 

LANDSCAPE FOR LIVING by Garrett Eckbo. This 
text establishes a foundation for understanding land- 
scaping, traces its history, explains its functions and 
details principles of design and planning. Single copy 
$10.00. 


LATIN-AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE — SINCE 
1945 by Henry-Russell Hitchcock. Presents a decade 
of modern architecture in eleven Latin-American 
countries. Single copy $6.50. 

PIONEERS OF MODERN DESIGN FROM WIL- 
LIAM MORRIS TO WALTER GROPIUS by Nicko- 
laus Pevsner. An invaluable reference book on the 
history of the modern art movement, revised and 
enlarged. Explains the development of today’s archi- 
tecture and design. Single copy $4.95. 

WHAT IS MODERN INTERIOR DESIGN? by Ed- 
gar Kaufmann, Jr. Surveys the development of modern 
interior design from 1850 to 1950. Single copy $1.25 
(paperbound). 


Technical Magazine Subscriptions 
New and Renewals 
Architectural Books 
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adapts to every modern structure 


The practical, economical pre-fabricated 
wall of glass delivered in an assembled 
unit . . . providing unlimited flexibility 
in size and colors. The combination 

of vented and fixed openings 

means new control of 


sunlight and temperature. 
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FOR EFFICIENT LOW-COST COOLING 
OF ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS, including: 


© Residences @ Hotels and Motels e Stores 
© Super Markets e Offices @ Schools 
© Churches ¢@ Factories 
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Arctic Circle Coolers are built to the highest standards 
of quality by the world’s largest manufacturer of evap- 
orative cooling equipment. They have demonstrated 
their superior efficiency in hundreds of installations in 
all types of buildings. 
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